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“Mother May I?” 

 Do any of you remember the game “Mother May I?” One player plays the "mother", "father" or 
"captain".  The other players are the "children". To begin the game, the mother or father stands at 
one end of a room and turns around facing away, while all the children line up at the other end. The 
children take turns asking "Mother/Father, may I ____?" and makes a movement suggestion. For 
example, one might ask, "Mother/Father, may I take five steps forward?" The mother/father either 
replies "Yes, you may" or "No, you may not do that, but you may take 3 hops back instead". The 
players usually move closer to the mother/father but are sometimes led farther away. Even if the 
mother/father makes an unfavorable suggestion, the child must still perform it. The first of the 
children to reach the location of the mother/father wins the game.  

 I’m bringing that up because our latest attempt to bring students into school in this hybrid 
environment reminds me of this game.  The students are lined up and the Principal is the “mother”.   
While “mother” would like to say, “take 3 giant steps forward” to every one of the participants and 
help them all reach the location, there are reasons why the mother cannot do so.  Unfortunately, 
this is not a game and I am keenly aware that we want and need to get all of our students to be able 
to get back into school and reach “home” as soon as possible.   

 So what is the process that is happening now with hybrid requests for 2 day or 4 day options and 
what type of moves are we making?  First of all, we are prioritizing getting as many students into 
the building two days a week as possible.  That is the main goal right now.  While I would love to 
have two cohorts of students for each teacher, bring all students in that want to come in 2 or 4 
days, the reality is that it’s just not possible.  We have some very big limitations to that.   

 The first limitation is the number students that can be in a single co-hort.  Despite some recent 
changes, students must still be spaced 6 feet apart since they eat in the classrooms.  That only 
leaves approximately 15 places for students, depending on the actual space of each classroom.   

 Another huge limitation is the number of mid-day monitors that we have available at this time.  
Every day we must cover all classes, basically during the same window of time in the middle of the 
day, due to the current schedule.   We cannot bring students in to form a new “cohort” of students 
unless we have the resources to ensure their safety.  

 The other substantial limitation is the physical space we have available.  While we have a large 
play area, there are only so many places that we can segment students to play, within their cohort, 
at the same time, and we want to make sure that they have enough room to be able to run and 
exercise and get the fresh air that they need.   

 Another limitation is that we have to be mindful of classroom sizes overall.  If, for example, a 
student from an all-virtual class wants to return and it involves a change in teachers, we could 
potentially be overloading one teacher with over 30 students while leaving another with a class size 
in the teens.  That’s not a good option at all.  Then there is the whole issue of changing teachers at 
this late point in the year.  That’s complicated too.  

 Hopefully we can answer the question, “Mother may I?” with “Yes you may!” to as many as 
possible.  Unfortunately though, we may have answer “No you may not”, and that’s not something 
we are looking forward to.   I can assure you that we are anticipating the day next year when we can 
tell all students to take 5 leaps forward and have all of our student at home base, just as they 
should be!   That will truly be a win!  

Principal Birus 
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May 3 
PTA Meeting - 7pm 

May 25 
Chick-fil-A Spirit Night 

May 27 & 28 
Kindergarten conferences - 
no school for kindergarten 

May 31 
Schools Closed 

June 7th  
PTA Meeting - 7pm 

June 17 
2 Hr. Early Dismissal 

June 18 
2 Hr. Early Dismissal 
Last day for Students 

AACPS Calendar

Daily Schedules MT/ThF 
(beginning 3/01) 

Primary Students Grades K, 1, 2 Intermediate Students Grades 3, 4, 5 

8:50-9:05 
Hybrid Students Only Arrive 

*not Virtual Students
8:50-9:05 All* Students Arrive/Join:

*Hybrid and Virtual

9:05-9:30 
Welcome to Learning:

Breakfast/Material 
Unpack/Set-up 

9:05-9:25 Building Community 

9:35-9:55 

*Virtual students join now!
Circle Time 

(virtual instruction starts 
every day at this time) 

9:25-12:05

Cultural Arts/Science/Social 
Studies/ Literacy 

(see individual teacher schedules in 
Google Classroom)

9:55-11:40 

Literacy/ Math 

(see individual teacher schedules in 
Google Classroom)

11:35-12:00 Friends Fun and Flourish 

12:00 -1:30 
Lunch/ Recess/ 

Literacy Engage 12:05-1:30 
Lunch/ Recess/ 

Literacy Engage 

1:30- 3:30 

Cultural Arts/ Literacy/ 
Science/Social Studies/ 
Academic Flex/ Mission 
Debrief  

1:30-1:55 Friends, Fun and Flourish 

1:55-3:30 Math/ Academic Flex/ Mission 
Debrief

3:30 
Student Dismissal  

for all Hybrid and Virtual 
3:30 

Student Dismissal  
for all Hybrid and Virtual 

PRIMARY: All Virtual INTERMEDIATE: All Virtual 

(*no primary students in instruction yet) 

9:05-11:35 

 Cultural Arts /Academic Flex/ 
Targeted Time 

(see individual teacher schedules 
in Google Classroom) 

9:35-9:55 
All Students Join Virtually

Circle Time  

9:55-11:35 
Cultural Arts/ Literacy/
Math/Academic Flex 

11:35   All Students Dismissed 

Wednesday Schedule for All Students 

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=10775&dataid=27782&FileName=1920calendar.pdf


Beginning April 7th 

Registration will be accepted  

online only, for information and  

to enroll please go to: 

https://www.aacps.org/domain/202 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child will not be attending Crofton Woods next year, other 

than 5th graders going to Crofton Middle, please email Mrs. Brown 

(ndbrown@aacps.org) with the following information: 

Student Name 

Current Teacher 

Parent name & phone number 

Name and location of new school 

Last Day at CWES 

Please email by June 1st 

Please note:  

5th Graders NOT attending Crofton Middle must also submit. 

Anne Arundel County 

Public Schools is not 

accepting walk-in 

Kindergarten Enrollments 

at this time. 

 

https://www.aacps.org/domain/202


Please adhere to the BOE policy, for the safety of our students 

and those who are dropping off and picking up students before 

and after school,    

   DO NOT BRING DOGS ONTO SCHOOL PROPERTY! 

Although a dog may be loving and friendly to its owners and 

family members, it can easily turn against strangers and is a 

liability issue for you, as well as a “clean up” issue too.  Pets can 

remain in the car with adult supervision. 

Thank you for you cooperation! 

 

 

View Here 

Ms. Lerch’s Art Classes 

View Here 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1nmn_eEfIRxPHtf4NCFQ3JMCRP6Drd5zPU6wU-kTb8-c%2Fedit%23slide%3Did.p&data=04%7C01%7CECORNETT%40AACPS.org%7Cd16dc60a32c54395a87808d90bda4d7e%7Cb7d27e93356
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nmn_eEfIRxPHtf4NCFQ3JMCRP6Drd5zPU6wU-kTb8-c/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eXC2__lhnvVM-CIqRFlbnc6T3KTuofRDHlB5W4QVtNQ/edit?usp=sharing


Arrival Procedures:  **Arrive between 8:50-9:00… no early students please! 

 

Walkers:  

 Walkers in Grades K, 2, and 3 will enter under the awning by the media center (see signs for each grade)   

 Students in Grade 1 will enter through the front main entrance. 

 Students in Grade 4 and 5 will line up by the fifth-grade hallway entrance in the front of the school.  

 Students must follow the signs and utilize the dots … on the ground. 

 Parents cannot stay with students in line and should say a fond goodbye and leave the area as quickly as 
possible.   

 
Car Riders:  

 Please drop off in the car rider lane only (side parking lot) 

 Car riders must use the Student Drop Off area. 

 All students should exit the car on the passenger side only. 

 Please do NOT park on the Parkway and walk students up. 

 Adults do NOT need to get out of the car, a staff member will open the doors for your child.   

 Keep the sign that will be provided visible on the visor of the passenger side. 

 Have your child ready to get out. 
 

Dismissal Procedures: 
 
• For safety purposes we dismiss students in the following order: 

1. Car Riders 
2. Bus Riders 
3. Walkers 

 Car Riders: “car riders” are only those students whose parents are in the car rider 
line in the car, waiting to pull forward. 

 Parents who are out of their car and not in the Car Rider line will NOT be 
permitted to take their child from the car rider area.   

 Whomever is picking up the student must put the special sign (provided) on the 
visor of the passenger side of the car 

 Pull forward as far as you can to allow for unloading and loading multiple kids. 

 walkers are dismissed only when the car rider lines are clear and most busses are off the 

lot*. 

 *NOTE: The first few weeks will take longer than usual but the dismissal time will reduce as 

we continue with the year.  

Newly Returning Students: Arrival and Dismissal Procedures  



 

 

Lean on Me? 

“A parent is not for leaning on,” says Vicki Lansky, author of 

Practical Parenting Tips along with many other wonderful 

books on raising children.  Instead she says, “A parent’s 

ultimate goal is for making leaning UNnecessary.”  Children who 

are constantly bailed out of trouble, whose parents make excuses 

for their behavior, and those who complete their assignments for them, never 

learn to take responsibility for their actions or for their learning. Those children 

never learn from their mistakes and never gain the self-confidence that comes 

from overcoming problems.    

 

Here are some ways you can encourage your child to stop leaning on you too 
heavily: 

• Expect your child to do at least one thing each day for the good of the family. 

• Expect your child to be aware of and responsible for their homework and 
classwork. (Gentle reminders are ok!) 

• Teach your child the skills he/she will need to survive in life.  As he/she grows 
older, teach them to wash their own clothes, to prepare simple meals, to balance 
a checkbook and change a tire. 

• Expect your child to clean up his/her room, put toys 
away and to keep track of their belongings. 

• Let your child see (or feel) the results of his/her 
actions.  For example, sometimes procrastination 
means that you don’t get to do things you’d like to 
do. 

• Let your child face the consequences for making 
mistakes or poor choices. 

 

These are confidence builders for a successful life!  

 

 

 

Your School Counselors 

Mrs. Angie Martin, CWES School Counselor: ammartin2@aacps.org 

Mrs. Abike Anoka,  CWES School Counselor: aanoka@aacps.org 













 

  
 

 
 

C W E S 

 AACPS buildings and offices will be open for                       

business from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 

through Friday, though public interactions will 

be by appointment only. 

 Main # 410-222-5805    Alt # 410-721-1054 

 

 

Can’t reach the school?   

Call the Assistance Line for Families 

410-222-5001 


